ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 14 July 1864 '—for, 



COP/ “of all Correspondence in the Months of March, April, and May 
1864, between the Chairman of the Fine Arts Department of the Royal 
Dublin Society with the Secretary of the National Gallery, and with the 
Treasury, and with the Department of Science and Art, relative to the Loan 
of Pictures for the Exhibition of the Royal Dublin Society.” 



COPY of all Correspondence in the months of March, April, and May 1864, 
between the Chairman of the Fine Arts Department of the Royal Dublin 
Society’s Exhibition with the Secretary of the National Gallery, and with the 
Treasury, and with the Department of Science and Art, relative to the Loan 
of Pictures to the Exhibition of the Royal Dublin Society. 



Royal Dublin Society, Kildare-street. 

Sir, 22 July 1864. 

I am directed by the Council of this Society to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 18th instant, enclosing an Order of the House of Commons 
for a copy of certain correspondence relative to the loan of pictures from several 
of the National Collections for the Exhibition of the Royal Dublin Society ; and, 
in accordance therewith, to enclose yon the accompanying copy of the corres- 
pondence in question. 

I am directed at the same time to state, that neither the Council nor the 
Society are to be considered responsible for the correspondence referred to, as it 
was conducted not under their immediate authority, but by the chairman of a 
sub-committee, appointed by the General Exhibition Committee, for the purpose 
of forming a collection of pictures for the Exhibition of Irish Manufactures 
(1864). 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Edwd. Steele, m.d., 

Assistant Secretary. 

Major General Sir Thos. A. Larcom, k.c.b. 

Dublin Castle. t 



Correspondence with the Secretary of the National Gallery. 



Royal Dublin Society. 

Fine Arts Department Exhibition, 1864, 
Sir, 7 April 1864. 

At the request of the Committee of this Department, I enclose herewith copies 
of its prospectus and regulations, which I request you will do the Committee the 
honour to submit to the trustees of the National Gallery. 

The general undertaking, of which this Department forms a leading branch, 
has for its aim the encouragement of manufactures suitable to Ireland, the ex- 
hibition of improved machinery for their production, and the development of the 
564. A industrial 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO LOAN OF PICTURES 



industrial resources of the country, in its mines, fisheries, the reclamation of laud, 
and various other matters ; while the department over which I have the honour 
to preside has been added as an important attraction, and means of elevating the 
public taste. 

The Fine Arts Gallery will therefore bear as nearly as possible the same rela- 
tive proportion to the present Exhibition, as the Gallery of Paintings did to the 
International Exhibition of 1862. Owing to the distance by which this city is 
separated from the metropolis of the United Kingdom, a comparatively small 
number of its inhabitants were enabled to participate in the advantages afforded 
by the liberality of the trustees of the National Gallery upon that occasion, and 
the committee therefore venture to hope that they will be assisted in their pre- 
sent undertaking by the temporary loan of some modern pictures from the 
Vernon, the Turner, and the National Galleries; a favour which they believe 
would be greatly appreciated by the public in Ireland, and which would render 
some of the works in those collections available for the benefit of a new class of 
persons ; the students in the Irish Schools of Art, and the many thousand visitors 
whose orderly demeanour and unexceptional good conduct, formed one of the 
most gratifying features iu the former Exhibitions of this Society. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Wm. McKay, Chairman, 

To the Secretary, Fine Arts Department. 

National Gallery, London. 



Sir, National Gallery, 12 April 1864. 

I have -had the honour to submit your letter of the 7th instant, to the trustees 
of the National Gallery, and I am directed to acquaint you in reply, that 
although on some very important occasions, the trustees have, with the sauctiou 
of the Treasury, consented to lend certain modern pictures belonging to the 
National Collection, to be exhibited elsewhere, they conceive that they would 
not be justified in incurring so grave a responsibility without very strong grounds ; 
they therefore feel themselves compelled to decline to accede to your request. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. N. Wornum, 

Wm. McKay, Esq., l.l.d., Keeper and Secretary. 

Fine Arts Department, 

Royal Dublin Society, 



Correspondence with the Treasury. 



Fine Arts Department Exhibition, 1864. 

Sir, The Berner’s Hotel, Berner’s- street, 3 May 18641 

I have the honour to enclose some papers relative to the approaching Exhibi- 
tion of the Royal Dublin Society, together with a copy of a letter from tne 
Secretary of the National Gallery, in reply to an application on behalf .-f .his 
Department. 

"The liberality with which the Lords of the Treasury and the Trustees of the 
National Gallery responded to applications for the loan of Pictures to the Inter- 
national Exhibition in London, to another held in Paris, and more recently to a 
festival at Stratford-on-Avon, encourages me to hope that if the T J a'r l s, of the 
Royal Dublin Society’s Exhibition are brought under the notice of tL rds, 
they may consider the present occasion as one not inferior in importance some 
of those upon which their aid has already been generously given. 

Au undertaking devoted to the encouragement of the manufactures and the 
development of the industrial resources of Ireland is an enterprise for which the 
sympathy and support of Her Majesty’s Government may naturally be hoped, 
and as this Department will tend not only to the instruction and intellectual 
enjoyments of the public, but will at the same time prove most important to the 
financial success of the Exhibition, I respectfully, but confidently, submit its 
claims to your consideration. 

Since the addition of the Fine Arts Gallery has been resolved upon, a Guarantee 

Fund, 
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FOR EXHIBITION OF THE ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 3 

Fund, exceeding near four-fold the amount required for the Royal Dublin Society 
has been raised by public subscription to meet the expenses of the Exhibition • 
this, in itself, gives evidence of the interest taken ia Ireland in this project. * 
Many of the most attractive works in the National and Vernon Galleries are 
the productions of Irishmen, and it is scarcely needful to allude to the ratifica- 
tion with which such pictures, amongst others, would be regarded by a lar°-e 
number of persons who have not (except upon occasions such as this) any oppor- 
tunities of participating in the advantages derivable from the National Collections 
in this Metropolis. 

I have, &c. 

To Lieut.-Colonel the (signed) Wm. M‘Kay, 

Honourable Luke White, m.p.. Chairman, Fine Arts Department, 

&c. &c. &c. Exhibition, 1864. 

The Treasury. 



Sir, Treasury Chambers, 16 May 1864. 

With reference to your letter of the 3d instant relative to the Joan of pictures 
from the National Gallery for the Exhibition of the Royal Dublin Society, I am 
directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint vou 
that my Lords regret that they do not feel justified, in interfering with any 
arrangements which the Trustees of the National Gallery mav consider neces- 
sary for the proper custody of the pictures under their charge, and as the Trus- 
tees appear already to have declined to comply with -the application of the Royal 
Dublin Society, my Lords are of opinion that they cannot interfere in the matter. 

The Chairman I am, &c. 

of the Fine Arts Department, (signed) Geo. A. Ham ilto, 

Royal Dublin Society, 

(care of Colonel the Hon. Luke White, m.p.) 



Correspondence with the Department of Science and Art. 



Royal Dublin Society, Fine Arts Department, 
My Lord, 2 March 1864. 

At the desire of the committee of this Department, I have the honour to 
enclose copies of their prospectus and regulations, and to solicit the sanction of 
your Lordship, as the ex-officio trustee of the Sheepshank’s Collection, for the 
temporary loan of some of its paintings for the intended Exhibition. Of the 233 
oil paintings, of which the collection principally consists, seven were lent to the 
Society’s exhibition in 1 861 ; and so far as the committee are aware none of the 
others have yet been exhibited in Ireland. 

It is the intention of the. committee to afford facilities for study to such pupils 
in the Government School of Art, as shall in the opinion of the head master be 
qualified to profit by this, privilege, and as the gallery will be in close proximity 
to the school, there would be no difficulty in having such study carried on under 
his personal supervision. 

Tne general arrangements will be made with an especial regard to the protec- 
tion and security of all the objects contributed. 

The committee, therefore, confidently trust that your Lordship need have no 
hesitation in considering their gallery to be a safe and proper place lor the 
receptiott, d public exhibition of these pictures, the gallery itself being that in 
wl'\ ’ soil, of them were exhibited in 1861. 

•n further to state that if it is your Lordship’s pleasure to accede to this 
request, we are prepared to take measures for consulting with Mr. Redgrave, or 
such other person as your Lordship may nominate, with respect to the selection 
of such works as could be most conveniently spared, and at the same time be the 
most suitable for the approaching exhibition. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. M l Kay, 

The Right Hon. the Earl Granville, k.g.. Chairman of Committee, 

Lord President of the Council, Fine Arts Department. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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CORRESPONDENCE:— ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 



Council on Education, Kensington Museum, 
Sir, 29 March 1864. 

I am directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council on Education, 
to convey to you the expression of their regret that any delay should have arisen 
in acknowledging the receipt of your communication of the 2d instant, relative 
to the loan of some pictures in the possession of this department, to the exhibition 
to be held in Dublin in 1864, and to state that a reply will be shortly sent 
to you. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Norman MacLeod, 

Wm. M‘Kay, Esq. Assistant Secretary. 

Fine Arts Department, Royal Dublin Society. 



Council on Education, Kensington Museum, 
Sir, 6 April 1864. 

With reference to your letter of the 2d ult., requesting the sanction of the 
Lord President to your application for the loan of some of the pictures belonging 
to the Sheepshank’s Collection for the projected fine arts exhibition at Dublin, I 
am directed by the Lords of the Committtee of Council on Education to transmit 
to you the accompanying list of those works forming part of the Sheepshanks 
Collection that are available for circulation under the regulations laid down by 
the Science and Art Department, and to request that you will submit it to your 
committee in order that they may select from the list such of the works as they 
may consider suitable for the purpose that they have in view. 

I have, &c. 

W. M'Kay, Esq., (signed) Henry Cole. 

Fine Arts Department, 

Royal Dublin Society, Dublin. 



The Berner’s Hotel, Berner’s-street, 
My dear Sir, 4 May 1864. 

I have examined such pictures in the list sent to the committee of this depart- 
ment as are now in the gallery at South Kensington, excluding those already 
exhibited in Dublin, I fear that few of them are of sufficient importance to satisfy 
the expectations of the committee, and, under these circumstances, I .should feel 
much embarrassed in making a selection. 

If, therefore, it is intended that the choice shall be strictly limited to the 
pictures in that list, I trust that you will yourself select such works as in your 
better judgment will form suitable contributions from the department of Science 
and Art to the Royal Dublin Society’s exhibition. 

The opening is fixed for the 26th May, and it is desirable that all works in- 
tended for this exhibition should leave London at latest on the 12th inst. 

I send herewith some direction labels, and Messrs. Chaplin and Horne will 
send for the casts on receiving orders through any of their agents. 

As the collection of water colours is not very complete, any paintings of this 
class that can be spared, would, I think, be useful and attractive additions to the 
•gallery. 

1 have, &c. 

Richard Redgrave, Esq., (signed) William M l Kay. 

Sec. &c. &c. 

South Kensington Museum. 
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ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 



COPY of all ConacBPoKDEKCB in tlie Months 
of Marob, April, and May 1804, between the 
Chairman of the Fine Arts Departments of 
tile Royal Dublin Society with the Secretary 
of tiro National Gallery, and with the 
Treasury, and with the Department of Sci- 
ence and Art, relative to the Loan of Pio 
TonEs for tire Exhibition of the Rotal 

Dublin Society. 



(Mr. Cogan.) 




Under 1 oz. 
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